THOMAS R. HAMS
Golf Course Superintendent
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico
530-646-9378 | Thomas.r.hams@gmail.com
PROFESSIONAL SUMMARY
Golf Course Superintendent with over a decade of leadership experience across private, resort, desert, and high-elevation golf operations. Proven background in golf course renovation planning, irrigation optimization, grow-ins, tournament preparation, agronomic redevelopment, and multi-course operations. Recognized for disciplined leadership, operational accountability, and delivering consistent playing conditions through structured agronomic programs and hands-on management.
Featured in Golf Course Industry Magazine leadership profile “When You Wish Upon a Star” for golf course transformation and operational leadership. U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Army combat veteran with a leadership foundation centered on discipline, preparation, communication, and accountability.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Turtleback Mountain Golf & Resort — Golf Course Superintendent
March 2024 – Present | Elephant Butte, New Mexico
· Leading full agronomic modernization and operational redevelopment of an 18-hole resort facility in a desert climate environment.
· Developed and implemented comprehensive fertility, irrigation, moisture management, and chemical programs focused on improving consistency, sustainability, and long-term course conditioning.
· Directed complete grow-in and establishment of new practice facility, including Sahara bermudagrass range floor and Kentucky bluegrass target and tee complexes.
· Designed and established on-site T-1 bentgrass nursery green to support long-term greens recovery and reduce outside sod dependence.
· Led operational planning and conditioning preparation for the New Mexico Open.
· Developed long-range agronomic master planning integrating irrigation strategy, cultural practices, equipment planning, labor efficiency, and capital improvement initiatives.
· Manage all daily golf course operations, including budgeting, labor management, water management, equipment coordination, project execution, and tournament preparation.
· Successfully maintain multiple turfgrass species across varied desert microclimates while balancing conditioning standards with resource management.
Torreón Golf Club — Golf Course Superintendent
February 2021 – March 2024 | Show Low, Arizona
· Directed daily agronomic and operational management for two 18-hole private golf courses under Troon management at approximately 6,400 feet elevation.
· Oversaw bentgrass greens, Kentucky bluegrass fairways, irrigation programming, moisture management, fertility scheduling, and cultural practices across both properties.
· Coordinated tournament preparation and executed major agronomic programs within short seasonal and weather windows.
· Managed labor operations, crew development, water management, and daily course conditioning standards while working directly with the Director of Agronomy on long-term planning and budgeting.
· Designed and implemented a solar-powered pond aeration system to improve irrigation water quality and reduce algae treatment dependency through sustainable water management practices.
· Assisted with operational and agronomic planning tied to long-term property improvement initiatives.
Lagoon Park & Gateway Golf Courses — Assistant Superintendent / Golf Course Superintendent
2014 – February 2021 | Montgomery, Alabama
· Independently managed daily maintenance and agronomic operations for Gateway Golf Course while supporting shared operations at Lagoon Park Golf Course.
· Oversaw crew scheduling, irrigation repairs, pesticide and fertilizer applications, course setup, and daily conditioning standards.
· Developed operational experience managing warm-season turfgrass systems in a high-stress southern climate environment.
· Coordinated labor and resource allocation between facilities while maintaining daily operational consistency.
MILITARY SERVICE
United States Marine Corps — Infantry
2002 – 2006
· Led Marines in combat operations with responsibility for mission execution, accountability, and team leadership under high-pressure conditions.
· Awarded Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Achievement Medal, and Good Conduct Medal.
United States Army — Infantry
2006 – 2010
· Served in combat operations in Iraq with leadership responsibilities involving operational coordination and personnel management.
· Awarded Army Achievement Medal, two Army Commendation Medals, and Army Good Conduct Medal.
EDUCATION
Pennsylvania State University
Associate Degree in Turfgrass Management
The Ohio State University
Turfgrass Management Certificate Program
Shasta College
Associate of Science in Natural Sciences
PROFESSIONAL INVOLVEMENT
· Volunteer Agronomy Support — Bank of Utah Championship at Black Desert Resort (2024 & 2025)
· Featured in Golf Course Industry Magazine leadership profile: “When You Wish Upon a Star”
TECHNICAL EXPERIENCE
· Irrigation system management and optimization
· Tournament conditioning and preparation
· Desert and high-elevation turfgrass management
· Bentgrass and bermudagrass maintenance
· Agronomic budgeting and forecasting
· Equipment fleet planning and lifecycle management
· Grow-ins and practice facility development
· Staff leadership and crew development
· Moisture management and water conservation strategies
· Chemical and fertility program development

